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MEDIA ALERT

SPY HOP PRODUCTIONÕS FOURTH ANNUAL PITCH-NIC BENEFIT AND AUCTION

WHAT: SALT LAKE CITY, UT - Spy Hop Production’s fourth Annual Pitch-Nic Benefit and Auction,
presented by Menlove Dodge Toyota, will be held March 2, 2006 at the Utah Symphony Opera
Production Studios. Tom Amandes, who plays Dr. Abbott on the hit Utah-based TV series
Everwood, will be this year’s Special Guest Host. The event is an opportunity for community
members to support this one-of-a-kind young writer/director program that enables 12 students to
work with Spy Hop mentors, industry professionals, and over 300 of their peers to produce two
documentary and two narrative films during the course of the yearlong advanced workshop at
Spy Hop Productions. At this all-bids accepted auction, instead of bidding on a vacation
package, audience members will bid on line-item in the four production budgets such as lighting
packages and sound effects. The most generous bidders will earn credits as Executive and
Associate Producers. Bidding on the filmmaking process ultimately provides Spy Hop students
with critical 21st Century skills. These skills include media literacy, inventive thinking, effective
communication and collaboration. Spy Hop hopes to raise $75,000 at this event to support the
2006 film projects and the Pitch-Nic program. Admission is $40 at the door, $35 pre-registration
and includes live music, light dinner, and drinks.

WHEN: THURSDAY, MARCH 2, 2006 Doors Open: 6:30 pm, Auction Begins: 8:00 pm

RSVP/register online at www.spyhop.org/pitchnic or contact Natalee Villa at 801.532.7500 or
email natalee@spyhop.org. Pre-registration ends February 27, 2006 at 5:00 pm

WHERE: The Utah Symphony Opera Production Studios
336 North 400 West
Salt Lake City, UT 84103

WHO: Special Guest Host Tom Amandes  from Everwood will be joined by event hosts Jill Miller ,
Sundance Institute; Geralyn Dreyfous , Salt Lake City Film Center; Steve Denkers , Willard L.
Eccles Foundation; and Anne Watson , Marriner S. Eccles Foundation. The 12 Pitch-Nic
student filmmakers will be present before the auction begins to pitch their films. They are: Chad
Arthur, John Bills, Colby Bryson, Zach Coombs, Joice Garcia, Teri Ho, Jeff Lloyd,
Margaret King, Jeff Lloyd, Emma McFarland, Topher Nadauld, Shannalee Otanez, and Al
Vallo.

Spy Hop Productions is a non-profit youth media arts and education center dedicated to
empowering youth (k-12) through multimedia. Spy Hop offers programs in filmmaking, audio
production and web/graphic arts. Since its inception in 1999, Spy Hop has served more than
10,000 young people from all backgrounds in the Wasatch community.  With the help of
professional mentors, the young producers’ works reached audiences of several million
nationally in 2005.
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